Group G streptococcal neonatal septicaemia: two case reports and a brief review of literature.
We present 2 cases of early onset group G streptococcal septicaemia in full term neonates, together with a review of 15 previously reported cases, including 3 late onset cases. Most likely the neonates were infected during passage through the birth canal or had been exposed in utero. In one neonate, meconium aspiration occurred, while in the other prolonged rupture of maternal membranes was a risk factor. Both responded well to treatment with benzylpenicillin and gentamicin. Among the 12 previously reported early onset cases, 5 (43%) had a fulminant course with complications such as progressive respiratory distress, shock, and disseminated intravascular coagulation.